DREAM JOURNAL

by Dreamtime Science

How to Use This Journal

1. Keep this journal beside your bed with a pen.

2. Write immediately upon waking, before doing anything else.

3. Record as much detail as you can: people, places, feelings, colours.
4. Circle your mood and rate dream clarity from 1 to 5.

5. Note any recurring themes or symbols in the Tags field.
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. Review your entries weekly to spot patterns.

Tips for Improving Dream Recall

- Set an intention before sleep: tell yourself you will remember your dreams.
- Wake without an alarm when possible; alarms fragment dream memory.

- Stay still for a moment upon waking and replay the dream mentally.

- Even fragments count: write down colours, emotions, or single images.

- Avoid screens for the first few minutes after waking.
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Science-Backed Dream Recall Tips

Write Within 5 Minutes of Waking

Dreams are stored in short-term hippocampal circuits that begin fading the moment you
wake. The norepinephrine surge that accompanies waking actively disrupts dream memory
consolidation. Writing immediately captures details before they are lost.

Use the MILD Technique

Mnemonic Induction of Lucid Dreams: as you fall asleep, repeat '‘Next time | dream, |
will remember my dream.' Research by Stephen LaBerge found this simple
intention-setting significantly improves recall frequency.

Wake During REM Sleep

Dreams are most vivid during REM sleep, which dominates the final third of the night.
Waking naturally (without an alarm) at the end of a sleep cycle increases the chance
of capturing a dream. Sleep trackers can help identify REM periods.

Avoid Alcohol Before Bed

Alcohol suppresses REM sleep in the first half of the night, reducing both dream
intensity and recall. Even moderate drinking can cut REM time by 20-30%, leading to
fewer remembered dreams.

Review Your Journal Weekly

Re-reading past entries strengthens the neural pathways involved in dream memory.
Over time, your brain learns that dreams are worth remembering, and recall improves
naturally.

Keep a Consistent Sleep Schedule

Irregular sleep disrupts circadian REM timing. A stable schedule ensures your longest
REM periods occur predictably, making it easier to wake from and remember vivid
dreams.

Motor Encoding Matters: Write by Hand

Research suggests that handwriting activates different memory circuits than typing.
The physical act of writing engages motor cortex areas that support episodic memory
encoding, helping you retain dream details longer.

Supplement With Vitamin B6 (Optional)

A 2018 University of Adelaide study found that 240mg of vitamin B6 before bed
significantly increased dream vividness and recall. Consult a doctor before
supplementing.

Learn more at dreamtimescience.com/tools/dream-journal/

Related articles:

dreamtimescience.com/articles/why-do-we-dream.html
dreamtimescience.com/articles/why-you-forget-dreams-immediately-upon-waking.html
dreamtimescience.com/articles/lucid-dreaming-can-you-really-control-your-dreams-with.html
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